Lord Shiva



Brahma Sambhita 5.45

ksiram yatha dadhi vikara-visesa-yogat

sanjayate na hi tatah prthag asti hetoh
yah Sambhutam api tatha samupaiti karyad
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

Just as milk is transformed into curd by the action
of acids, but yet the effect curd is neither same
as, nor different from, its cause, viz., milk, so |
adore the primeval Lord Govinda of whom the
state of Sambhu is a transformation for the
performance of the work of destruction.



Who is Lord Shiva?

Lord Krishna is identified by Guru, Sadhu and Sastra as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and the source of all material and spiritual
worlds (Bg. 10.8)

When Lord Krishna wants to be in touch with this material world, He
transforms into Lord Shiva. The Lord’s glance wakes up material nature.

So Lord Shiva is same as Lord Krishna, but also different

Like milk and yogurt- Though milk and yogurt are essentially non-
different, yogurt is a product of milk. One can use milk to make ghee,
cheese, ice cream, or yogurt, but one cannot turn yogurt into milk.

So, theologically, Shiva is both God and yet different from God as well.

Because of Shiva's intimate contact with the material world and
especially the quality of ignorance, the souls in this world may not
receive the same spiritual restoration by worshiping him as by
worshiping Vishnu.

However Lord Shiva holds the keys to leave this material world and Lord
Krishna holds the keys for the souls to enter the spiritual world.

Lord Shiva’s devotees are of 3 types
— Ghosts, hobbling's, demons etc



27.08.18



Who is Lord Shiva?

Lord Krishna is identified by Guru, Sadhu and Sastra as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and the source of all material and spiritual
worlds (Bg. 10.8)

When Lord Krishna wants to be in touch with this material world, He
transforms into Lord Shiva. The Lord’s glance wakes up material nature.

So Lord Shiva is same as Lord Krishna, but also different

Like milk and yogurt- Though milk and yogurt are essentially non-
different, yogurt is a product of milk. One can use milk to make ghee,
cheese, ice cream, or yogurt, but one cannot turn yogurt into milk.

So, theologically, Shiva is both God and yet different from God as well.

Because of Shiva's intimate contact with the material word and
especially the quality of ignorance, the souls in this world may not
receive the same spiritual restoration by worshiping him as by
worshiping Vishnu.

However Lord Shiva holds the keys to leave this material world. Lord
Krishna holds the keys for the souls to enter the spiritual world.

Lord Shiva’s devotees are of 3 types
— Ghosts, hobblings and those souls who everyone else has rejected
— Yogis, tapasvis






Who is Lord Shiva?

Lord Krishna is identified by Guru, Sadhu and Sastra as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and the source of all material and spiritual
worlds (Bg. 10.8). Lord Vishnu is an expansion of Krishna

When Lord Vishnu wants to be in touch with this material world, He
transforms into Lord Shiva. The Lord’s glance wakes up material nature.

So Lord Shiva is same as Lord Krishna, but also different

Like milk and yogurt- Though milk and yogurt are essentially non-
different, yogurt is a product of milk. One can use milk to make ghee,
cheese, ice cream, or yogurt, but one cannot turn yogurt into milk.

So, theologically, Shiva is both God and yet different from God as well.

Because of Shiva's intimate contact with the material world, the souls in
this world may not receive the same spiritual restoration by worshiping
him as by worshiping Vishnu. However, he is greatest devotee of Lord
Krishna [vaisnavanam yatha sambhu] and always in meditation.

Lord Shiva holds the keys to leave this material world. However, Lord
Krishna holds the keys for the souls to enter the spiritual world.

Lord Shiva’s devotees are of 3 types

— Ghosts, hobbling's etc

— Yogis

— Those who want material possessions



LORD KRISHNA, the cause of all causes
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Position of Shiva in the Trinity

Lord Shiva is superior to Lord Brahma, who is an empowered soul
(ordinary jiva), but Shiva is not quite on the same level as Vishnu.
Number of qualities possessed:

- Brahma (jiva). If we develop these 50 qualities we can become
Brahma

- Shiva
—Vishnu
— Krishna

It is therefore said that Lord Shiva is a unique living being who
merits His own category, known as Shiva-tattva.

Shiva has His abode in Mt Kailash and beyond this world his abode
is known as Shivaloka (between the material world & Vaikuntha)

Lord Shiva is one of the Guna Avatars in charge of the mode of
ignorance and destroys the universe at the appropriate time

Lord Sambhu [Shiva] is regarded as the greatest among devotees of

Lord Vishnu [vaisnavanam yatha sambhu]." (Srimad-Bhagavatam
12.13.16)



Many names of Shiva

Sadashiva (original form who resides between material
and spiritual worlds)

Sambhu (Auspicious)

Shiva (means Auspicious)

Nataraja (the king of dancers),
Rudra (Enraged form of Shiva),
Dhakshinamoorthy (Yoga form of Shiva)
Viswanatha (lord of the universe)
Mahadeva (Chief of the demigods)
Shankara (giver of knowledge)
Neelakanta (blue throat)
Bholenath (simple)

Ashutosh (easily pleased)
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The worship of Lord Shiva

Lord Shiva is among the most widely worshiped deities in India.

The most popular form of worshipping Lord Shiva is in the Lingam form. It
is known as Shivalinga or Jyotirlinga.

The Shiva Purana describes the origin of the lingam as the beginning-less
and endless cosmic pillar (Stambha) of fire, the cause of all causes.

The major 12 Jyotirlinga Shiva temples of India, such as in Varanasi and
Somanatha, are particularly frequented on Maha Shivaratri.

Varanasi (Benares) is considered to be the city specially loved by Shiva, and
is one of the holiest places of pilgrimage in India.

Often His worshippers pray to Lord Shiva to gain material wealth —almost
like a business transaction — not selfless devotion

According to Vaisnava, the authorized method of worship of Shiva is
described bythe Rudra Sampradaya (also known as the Vishnusvami
Sampradaya), an authorised Vaisnava lineage started by Shiva Himself, in
which Shiva is worshiped as the greatest devotee of Vishnu.

Shiva is bathed with milk and bel patra leaves



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyotirlinga
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Qualities of Shiva

Compassionate — gives shelter to those who everyone has
rejected

Very kind

Humility — gatekeeper at many holy places

Easily pleased (known as Ashutosh)

Peaceful - constantly meditating on the Lord

Impartial —seeing good in others, ignoring the bad qualities

Even Lord Rama worshiped Lord Shiva because Shiva is His
very dear devotee

Greatest devotee of Lord Krishna [vaisnavanam yatha
sambhul]

Special relationship with Lord Krishna. Shiva holds the key
to get us out of the material world and Krishna holds the
key to get us into the spiritual world






*Lord Shiva as Sripada
Shankaracarya

*There are twelve great authorities in preaching God consciousness
and Lord Shiva is one of them

*His disciplic succession is also known as the Vishnu Svami-
sampradaya, and is also known as the Vallabha-sampradaya.

*The current Brahma-sampradaya is known as the Madhva-Gaudiya-
sampradaya, which is what ISKCON belongS to.

*Lord Shiva appeared as Shankaracarya in 686AD to preach Mayavada
philosophy (in order to counteract Buddhism)

*However, at the end of his pastime in the form of Shankaracarya, he
preached the Vaishnava philosophy: bhaja govindam bhaja
govindam bhaja govindam mudha-mate.
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Pastimes of Lord Shiva

Lord Shiva appears in this world due to the anger of
Lord Brahma

Shiva is married to Parvati and has 2 sons called
Ganesh & Kartikeya

Ganga received on Lord Shiva’s head when she
flowed from the spiritual world

Lord Rama worshipped Shivalinga before crossing
into Lanka

In Krishna lila

— Lord Shiva came to have darshan of baby Krishna






Pastimes of Lord Shiva

Lord Shiva appears in this world due to the anger of
Lord Brahma

Shiva is married to Parvati and has 2 sons called
Ganesh & Kartikeya

Ganga received on Lord Shiva’s head when she flowed
from the spiritual world

_.ord Rama worshipped Shivalinga before crossing into
| anka

n Krishna lila
— Lord Shiva came to have darshan of baby Krishna
— Lord Shiva was allowed to enter in the Raslila as Gopisvara






Gepiswera Melheceve ir
\Viiindabankddiessedfasta

gepilevenvievening






Pastimes of Lord Shiva

Lord Shiva appears in this world due to the anger of Lord
Brahma

Shiva is married to Parvati and has 2 sons called Ganesh &
Kartikeya

Ganga received on Lord Shiva’s head when she flowed from
the spiritual world

Lord Rama worshipped Shivalinga before crossing into Lanka

In Krishna lila
— Lord Shiva came to have darshan of baby Krishna
— Lord Shiva was allowed to enter in the Raslila as Gopisvara

As Advaita Acharya, he forced Lord Chaitanya to appear on
earth

Lord Chaitanya met Lord Shiva and spent 3 days together
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27.08.18



Pastimes of Lord Shiva

Lord Shiva appears in this world due to the anger of Lord Brahma

Shiva is married to Parvati and has 2 sons called Ganesh &
Kartikeya

Ganga received on Lord Shiva’s head when she flowed from the
spiritual world

Lord Rama worshipped Shivalinga before crossing into Lanka

In Krishna lila
— Lord Shiva came to have darshan of baby Krishna
— Lord Shiva was allowed to enter in the Raslila as Gopisvara

As Advaita Acharya, he forced Lord Chaitanya to appear on earth
Lord Chaitanya met Lord Shiva and spent 3 days together
Mohini-murti, the female incarnation of the Lord

Bhagavatam discusses the pastime with Daksha, Pracetas
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Shiva glorifies the name of Rama

Shiva explains to Parvati:

e At Kashi when someone dies they are liberated. So
many people go there to die. Lord Shiva explains
that because he always chants the name of Rama
and Vayu (wind) spread the name everywhere in
Kashi, people are liberated.

* Ganesh is worshipped first before any auspicious
activity because he won the race among the
demigods by circumbulating Rama’s name 3 times

* Never have fights as a family because always
chanting the holy name of Rama:

— Carrier of Parvati is Lion Vs Lord Shiva’s bull
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Shiva glorifies the name of Rama

Shiva explains to Parvati:

e At Kashi when someone dies they are liberated. So
many people go there to die. Lord Shiva explains that
because he always chants the name of Rama and Vayu
(wind) spread the name everywhere in Kashi, people are
liberated.

* Ganesh is worshipped first before any auspicious
activity because he won the race among the demigods
by circumbulating Rama’s name 3 times

* Never have fights as a family because always chanting
the holy name of Rama:
— Carrier of Parvati is Lion Vs Lord Shiva’s bull

— Ganesh’s carrier is a mouse but Lord Shiva has snake around
his neck

— Kartikeya has peacock as carrier who eats snake












Difference between worshippers of Shiva
& Vishnu

« Shalivites wear tilak across the forehead
« Vaishnavs wear tilak differently
* Shaivities believe the world is an illusion

* Vaisnavas believe that the world Is real but
temporary

« Shalvites study Shiva Puruna
« Vaisnavas study Bhagavad Gita & Bhagavat Purana

« Shaivites believe that God has no form and they
can merge with God

 Vaishnavs believe that the ultimate form of God is
personal and we are God’s servant






Difference between worshippers of Shiva
& Vishnu

« Shaivites wear tilak across the forehead

« Vaishnavs wear tilak differently

« Shaivities believe the world is an illusion

« Vaisnavas believe that the world is real but temporary
« Shaivites study Shiva Puruna

« Vaisnavas study Bhagavad Gita & Bhagavat Purana

« Shalvites believe that God has no form and they can
merge with God

 Vaishnavs believe that the ultimate form of God Is
personal and we are God’s servant

« Some Shalvities smoke bhanga & cover themselves in
ashes

« Vaishnavs follow the 4 regulative principles






How do Vaisnavas observe
Shivaratri

Guru, Sadhu and sastra advises that we honour Lord Shiva as
the greatest devotee

Nanda Maharaja and Brijbasis would sometimes go to a temple
in Gujarat to observe Maha Shivarati
Their mood was to

— pray for the welfare of Krishna

— Pray to be more attached to Krishna

Similarly Gopis would approach Katyani Devi and Lord Shiva to
have Krishna as their husband

Srila Prabhupada approved the worship of Shiva in the right
mood (not as God, but His devotee) Advaita Acharya is
incarnation of Shiva and as member of the Pancha-Tattva we
worship daily.

Fasting on Maha-Shivatri is optional — some do ekadasi fast
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